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American Navy. 

It is laughable to see the anxieties of the 
British about the American navy, ‘The “bit 
of striped bunting”’ haunts John Bull’s imagi- 
nation like an evil genius, and he thinks it con- 
stantly says to him, “we meet again at Phillip- 
pi.’ But John, unlike Brutus, is very loath 
to say, “1°ll meet thee there.” ‘hat the meet- 
ing may long be deferred, 1s my most earnest 
wish. I feel very certain that there is nothing 
in the genius or disposition of our people to 
provoke it. But so it is, that every step that 
we take in regard toa eth Ae! tree that 
we cut down in our own forests for ship timber, 
and every ship that we build, is considered 
asan “enemy” act,as sir James L. Veo point- 
edly calls the United “tates, in his despatch 
about Sierra Leone—see page 200. We call 





aS 

The “Courier,” though happily the editor 
does not see any probable cause of difference 
between Great Britain and the United States, 
thinking it may happen, is preparing his coun- 
trymen for the capture of some of their largest 
ships; saying, that ‘the present American 74’s 
can throw a broadside within 50lbs. as heavy 
as the Caledonia, a British ship rating 120 
guns, and measuring 2017 tons.” Be this as it 
may, they will soon have an opportunity of 
seeing the Franklin in one of their own ports, 
where they may measure her with the greatest 
nicety. Whata train of reflections will the 
arrival of this ship cause in the minds of the 
‘old politicians that knew the American prin- 
ter! “Hripuit fulmen colo, septrumgue tyran- 
nis.” What will “lord Sheffield” say? He told 
his countrymen in 1786, “An armed neutrality 








these things laughable—for what can our force; would be as hu:tful to the great maritime pow- 


amount to compared with the vast naval means 
of Great Britain, and her boasted “thousand 
vessels of war.”? And, though her force is so 
imposing, we are no more jealous of her when 
she launches a ship, than of an Oftawa’s canoe 


first paddled on the lake, and give ourselves 


no more concern aboutit. ‘This difference of 


feeling may, perhaps, have its cause in the belief 


of the British that we may beat their ships in 
fleets, if ever they come into hostile contact; 
and in the confidence of the Americars that 
they will do it. 

Vhe London “Courier” takes great credit 
to England, because, by a very recent regula- 
tion ¢published at length in this number) the 
rate and actual force of British ships are lere- 
after to be the same, and censures us as the 
‘only power that makes any distinction be- 
tween the rate and actual strength of its ships 
of war.”? This may be so—butas we, unad- 
visedly, copied *.ngland in that particular, as 
we foolishly do in many others, “without rhyme 
or reason,” let us have time to copy her also in 
a thing that is right in itself and worthy of 
imitation. When it shall appear that we per- 
sist in holding up a senseless deception, then 
let us be blamed: But before we do this, we 
must see that she herself has really aban- 
doned it. We remember that when the fa- 
mous frigate the Guerriere, was captured of the 
French, she was officially called by the British 
a “forty four gun frigate’—that they added 
five guns toher armament, (which she had on 
board when we captured her.) and then she 
was officially called a “thirty-etght gun fri- 
gate.” 


Vox. XIIl.——15 


ers, as the Barbary states are useful. Tux Amr- 


/RICANS CANNOT PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM 
\THE LATTER} THEY CANNOT PRETEND TO A NaA- 
ivy"-----*America has not many sailors,” &c. 
| Visit the Franklin, ‘my lord,’ and see the m erry 

phizzes of her “yankee crew,” as a sample;--- 
and ask the “useful” Algerines what they think 
about this matter. | 








Connecticut. 

| ‘The late change in the political character of 
the state of Connecticut, being so unexpected, 
'has caused more than usual enquiry into the 
‘nature ofher institutions It is not within the 
‘range of the business of this paper to enter 
into the local party disquisitions of the day; 
though it is essentially our duty to“put down” 
the things on which the most important of these 
disquisitions ave founded. Hence the fotlow- 
ing may of right have a place in the Wrrxty 
REGISTER. 

The famous “stand-up” law has made a 
“great nvise in the papers,” and we have al- 
ready published an account of it~ but there 
was something in that law (which ‘is now rer 
pealed) of such a singular character, that an ex- 
tract from it cannot be unacceptable.—Kefore 
the passage of this law, (it was past in the 
warm times of 1801), the people had been ac- 
customed to give their suffrages at the poll, by 
secret ballot—but in that year, it seems, it wag 
thought necessary to separate them into class- 
es, and to know who adhered to the powers that 
were and who did not, that they might be 
marked. By the 4th section of that law it 


twas enacted— 
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“That before the freemen are called upon to 
vote, for persons to Stand in nomination for assis- 
tants or representatives in congress, the presiding 
officer shall appoint a suitable number of tellers, 
not exceeding 4, tor the different paris of the house 
or area where the freemen are assembled, and shall 
also direct the freemen to provide each for hinsel 
a number of slips of paper, equal to the number 
which by law are to stand in nomination, and when 
provided, he shall, if the accommodations will ad 
mit thereof, order the freemen to be seated, and 
ou any person being named by any freeman to stand 
in nomination, the presiding officer shall call upon 
those who would vote for the person so named to 
sirnify it by rising, or when the accommodation 
will not adinit of the freemen being seated, shall 
cali upon them to vote by holding up the hand, 
which being done, the teilers in the quarters as- 
signed them, shall count the nunsbers voting, and 
shall successively with an audible voice declare 
the numbers; which numbers, the presiding officer, 
with «like audible voice, shall successively repeat 
and cause to be taken down, and the aggregate to 
be entered against the name of the person vote. 
for, and the same proceeditg shall be repeated a: 
often as any person shall be so named, by any free- 
man; but no freeman shall vote for more m number 
than are by jaw to stand in such nomination, and 
every freeman on voiing as aforesaid, shall each 
time drop one of the said slips of paper, that he 
may not be exposed through mistake to vote for 
more than the prescribed numbev.” 

The gentleman who communicated to us the 
preceding extract, makes some very grave re- 
marks on the necessity of the “slips of paper,”’ 
lest some might have subjected themselves to 
punishment, because they could not count 
twenty! 

The manner of suffrage was changed by a 
mere vote of the legislature, because the state 
has not a constitution. It is governed by the 
qharter granted by Charles If. which was 
adopted by a simple legislative act at the re- 
volution, dnd the body of the rights and privi- 
leges of the citizens is at all times subject to 
the whim and caprice of the general assembly, 
or founded upon usages to be interpreted or ex- 
pounded by the judiciary! But a convention 
fo form a constitution will now, probably, be 
called, and the many odious and unjust regu- 
fations as the qualifications of voters, &c. will 
be done away. Men. required to pay taxes 
and perform military duties, are denied the 
right of voting. But “manufactured voters’ 
—i. e. persons invested, for the moment, with 
certain property qualifications, for certain 
purposes, have been so numerous, as to per- 
vert the sense and meaning of the regulation. 

In ecclesiastical matters the people have 
been strangely ruled. In truth, there has been 
an “established church” in Connecticut! Itis 
spoken of asa dreadful innovation that gov. 


Woleott, though he has appointed a priest of 


that church to preach the next “election ser- 
mon,” has nominated an episcopalian to that 
duty, #f the former cannot perform it!---There 
is also some qué@er thing that is called an “ec- 
clesiastical constitution.” full of hateful dis- 
tinetions aud discriminations, and affecting the 


civil rights of the citzens in many important 
respects. An “orthodow catechism” is men- 
tioned, and those that do not measurably con- 
fcrm to it may be convicted of felony, and de- 
prived of the right of maintaining at action at 
law or in equity, of being gua: dians, executors, 
administrators, &c.---incapable of holding an 

office, Xc. ‘The “common school system,” ad- 
mirable and worthy as it is, in most respects, 
of imitation, is cursed with this ‘orthodoay?® 
and its priests---and the fellows and professors 
of rale college are required to make a so- 
lemn declaration of their belief in the “assem- 
bly’s catechism and the confession of faith,” 
and to pledge themselves to prevent the pre-' 


lvalence of doctrines contrary thereto, &c. 


The people of this state have an interesting 
duty to perform. May they persevere in it 
until they erect a constitution that shall secure 
equal rights to the community! ‘The time has 
past when “confessions of faith’---the acts of 
deeply interested and darkly designing indi- 
viduals, can legitimately stand between a 
man’s conscience and his Gop: and we trust 
that this fragment of the “holy inquisition” will 
be immediately blotted from the statutes of 
Connecticut, “peaceably, if it can; violently, 
if itmust.” And how strange is it, that they 
who fie their country and sought religious li- 
berty in the wilderness, should themselves have 
refused it to their fellow men! Let the sys- 
tem perish!---an “established church,” of any 
denomination, is a Baal, and the true Gop will 
cast it down---that he may be worshipped in 
spirit and in truth; and not be mocked by hy- 
pocritical conformities from worldly motives. 
‘Let me be understood---I repeat what I have 
oftentimes said, that | make no opposition to 
the doctrines of any sect, and would freely 
give to every man the same liberty to form a 
set of opinions that I have exercised for my- 
self---but let not the state interfere with these: 
it only serves to make a trade of religion. 
But Connecticut is blessed in this---a majori- 

ty of her qualified electorscan give to her a free 
and liberal constitution---which,if three fourths 
of the people of the states of Maryland and 
Virginia were in favor of it, they could not 

uietly obtain it for themselves.---In both of 
ieee states heaven’s first law in politics 1s re- 
versed---iHE MINORITY MAY RULE; 
and, in the former, does rule. in questions of 
right as well as in those of opinion. This is 
truth. 





ha 


A most sensible Letter. 

The editors of a respectable southern paper 
lately published an article in which, though I 
was praised beyond my deserts, | was also re- 
mvehended as exhibiting a weakness in the 








publication of extracts from some letters 1 had 
received from distinguished gentlemen. Per- 
haps, it was wrong—perhaps, it may not be 





repeated, the apparent use or necessity of it 
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having past by.* But, let us reason a little 
on the matter: a man’s reputation is as much 
his property as his houses and lands, and he 
has as goed a right to make an honest profit on 
it. Thisis practised every day, in a thousand 
different shapes. ‘The rich capitalist, for in- 
stance, carelessly throws a note for 20 or 
50,000 dollars into the bank, depending on his 
reputation to have it discounted; whilst others, 
perhaps really more competent to pay their 
debts,than he is, plain, simple and productive 
mechanics, feel it necessary to explain to the 
directors why they are worthy sad expect to 
receive,an accommodation of a few hundreds 


I recollect an anecdote that was currently stat- | 


ed in a neighboring city, some years ago. A 
well known merchant offered a very large note 
—for 50,000 dollars, 1 believe, for discount, at 
one of the banks. 

of the opportunity of accommodating a per- 
son who seldom asked for it, and generally 
had such heavy deposits in their institution; 


—a" 


~— oe em —s _ 


\could be demanded of him, for the year up to 


Sept. 1818----but (“after expressing his regret 
that two months” had elapsed, without making 
payment in advance, and complimenting me in 
the most flattering terms) he thus apologizes 





The directors were glad), °: er 

tice in my power, as well as to vindicate myself 
‘and correct several manifest errors committed 
‘by a correspondent, in describing the “prairies 


} ~ 





for the delay 


“Til health induced me to visit the upper part oF 
this state, where I remained until a few days agg; 
land on my return I found that I bad suffered my- 
\Self to fall in arrears for your invaluable paper. 
Mr. Niles, lam convinced, will overlook this de- 
Viation from his just requesi—bealth, which is the 
‘greatest of blessings, was at stake, which caused 
|me to remain from home longer than I expected at 
the time of my departure. 


“Enclosed you will receive a bill of twenty dol- 
lars,” &c. 








Darby’s Louisiana, &c. 
To give to Mr. Darby every chance of ju® 





but not one of the board had ever before heard | of Louisiana,” I give place to —? et 


of the endorser! ‘They politely delegated one 
of their number to wait upon the drawer, and 
ascertain who the endorser was—he did so, 
and the drawer said, “the note is a good one; 
the difference is exactly here—if it is done, 
you make 500 dollars, in discount; if it is not 
done, J save it. As to the endorser, he is a 
fine man—/e is my porter. 1 give no other 
name.” Something like this happens every 
hour, and in every rank of life, with those who 
feel the power of their reputation; and others 
are, in like manner, engaged tobuild up such a 
staading in society. Reputation rests on opi- 
nion, as well as on facts that deserve it: and 
who are so competent to influence opinion as 


those that are most able to judge the merits of 


facts? Why, then, may not such opinions be 


VY } 


fairly used to extend a knowledge of facts, to 
the honor or profit of the person in whose favor 
they are? “Good wine needs no bush’—but it 
is need ful to its vender that it should be known 
that he has i. Still, this knowledge may be 
improperly urged, and honest people may dif- 
fer about it, yea ov nay. 

Notwithstanding all this, Tam induced to 
pubiish another letter—if there isa printer o 
pudlisher in the United =tates that can find 
fault with it—he may: I would like to publish 
two or three thousand such! It is from a gentle- 
man of Georgia—he had paid for the reGisrrR 
up to the Ist of September last, and only $5 


* 





*Some wiiful faiseoods :.d been sent abroad by 
a person that, though he is too contemptibie to be 
named in this paper, had some power to injure me 
with trose that did not know me, personally, or 
through the WereKkiy Reersrtr—and it was to for 
tify my friends, and the friends of this paper, wit! 
evidence tymv behalf, that [published extraris 
from a few of the complimentary letters Thad re 
ceived, Tsay of a few—lI have enough such to mak 
a volume. Iam proud of them. I trust, honestly sa. 


“ 


‘address, wnasked. Some remarks are inserted, 
} 


‘enclosed in brackets. 


Having always enter- 
‘tained much respect for that gentleman, | be- 
lieved that he had a sufficient knowledge of me. 
‘to know that I was incapable of wanton in- 
‘juring Lim or any other man. If he has been 
‘injured, it was done innocently, or, at least, 
‘inadvertently. But I do not know that I have 


wronged him in thought, word or deed: on the 
contrary. I shall shew that he himself has acted 
precipitately and incorrectly, if not rudely, in 
‘such parts of his publication as apply person- 
‘ally to me. A duty to myself enjoins it upon 
‘me to point out these things; and I shall do it 
‘without resentment, though he has attempted 
toinjure me in avery delicate point. There 
‘are no classes of men in the world so jealous 
of theirrights, as inventors and authors. I re- 
‘spect even the errors that arise from this jea- 
‘lousy; and believe that Mr. 1). will feel more 
‘regret for them, on the present occasion, than I 
'do—if I have not much mistaken his character, 
| ‘The history of the essay signed “A Touisi- 
‘ana Planter’ is this: It was written by a gen- 
|tleman personally known to me—he had served 
‘as an office’ in the late war with reputation, 
having received, I believe, two brevets for his 
‘eood conduct. Thus possessing my confidence, 
ihis article was very slightly looked over, and I 
ido not recollect that 1 read it until this day, 
‘This was accidental—a similar circumstance 
‘never ogcurred but once before since I have 
‘nublished the Recisrer, in respect to a piece 
from manuscript; else, [ think. that I must have 
noticed the wild mistake as to the sunerfi: ial 
extent of the country spoken of. Jt was su ffir 
cient for those who read the proof thatit was 
according to the copy; anil so it is, a few un- 
important and immaterial errors excepted.— 
This is an ercuse thoueh it is not a > 
tien. on my part—it was my business to 
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read it. But a charitable disposition would 
overlook two things of this sort in six years!! 
‘The writer of the essay, I am confident, cannot 
knowingly state that which 1s untrue—to a 
warm imagination and information too easily 


SSS 





Mr. Niles had good reason for his belief, since 
the passage in my treatise, page 156, quoted by this 
gentleman runs thus:—“Stating the sugar land of 
the state of Louisiana, at 1,000,000 of acres, no great 
error woul! be commitied. This estimate exceeds 
the one thirtieth part of the whole territorial sur- 





credited, with a hasty performance, we must/face ofthe state. Deducting from this area three 


ascribe any mistake that he has made. 
As Mr. Darby’s address may pass into the 
hands of many that will not see the WEEKLY 


Recisrer, | very respectfully request those; 
editors who give it a place also to introduce,' second edition of my work was in press. 


fourths, for all the other objects of agriculture, 
would leave a nett extent of 250,000 acres, for the 
sugar plant.” 

| -Yhe number of Mr. Niles’ paper, containing the 
above quotation, was put into my hand when the 
Without 


in thei: own way, at least the paragraph below, /charging Mr Niles with any wish to enhance his 
beginning with *’Jouching the matter.” Let sagacity, by presuming to find out by his own statis- 


the people then judge between Mr. D. and me; 
and say which of us has acted fairly towards 
ze other. 


FROM THE NEW-YORK COLUMBIAN. 

Ai. Spooner—A friend this day put into my hands a 

wews paper, entitled the Morning Chronicle of Sa- 

vannah, in which there is an article extracted from 

Niles’ Register, under the signature of a Louisiana 

Pianter, dated Louisiana, Sept. 1817, and headed 
Prairies of Louisiana. 

There are some errors in this piece, that in cha- 
rity must be charged to the press; but there are 
others that must have originated with the author. 

‘There are no errors to be charged to “the 
haeocl affecting the author’s meaning, that I 


now of. | 

The first paragraph contains a rude compliment 
to Mr. Brackenridge and myself, as giving the most 
correct information, but charges us with not being 
sufkicient explicit. ‘he seventh paragraph is ver- 
batim as follows:— 

“The topography of this country is pretty accu- 
rate on Darby’s map of Louisiana; his book is a 
much inferior production to his map, and not much 
to he relied on for useful information. I will here 
add a few words goncerning the soil, and its pro- 
ductions; but as these vary in an extent of country 
containing about 300,000 square miles,! wiil consi- 
der the districts separately.” 

(‘Lhe opinion of the Louisiana Planter” of 
Mr. Darby’s book, is an affair between the two: 
Thave nothing to do with it. In Vol. X. p. 353, 
“we “most heartily recommended” Mr. D’s 
works “to all who desired correct information 
of Louisiana,” and expressed our pleasure 


‘tical science, a point of information 1 had given him, 
| requoted his mistepresentation in my second edi- 
tion, and referred to the page from whence this 
‘gentleman derived the basis, upon which his very 
shrewd guesses were founded. 


| { Louching the matter of the three preceding 
paragraphs we feel at home, with a capzbility 
ito prove that Mr. Darby has acted “precipi- 
'tately and incorrectly, if not rudely.” “A 

lain tale shall put him down.” It is true, that 
in page 156* the sentences so proudly quoted 
are inserted—But, in the very next page, he 
‘himself quotes an interesting article from the 
| Werk y ReGIsteER, in respect to the cultiva- 
ition of the cane, (see Vol. X. p. 201) about 
which he says—“ sHOULD THE ESSAY MADE BY 
‘fHESE GENTLEMEN BE VERIFIED BY FUTURE 
}EXPERIENCE, THE SUGAR LAND WILL BE MORE 
‘HAN QUADRUPLED, OR EXCEED ONE MILLION 
or acres.” Mark this—if the information 
that “wr” gave Him was true, “the sugar land 
would be more than quadrupled.” ‘With this 
fact, and his own ahconielanicat of it right 
before him, common courtesy ought to have 
induced Mr. D. to believe that “we” knew 
something more of the matter than “wer” had 
derived from his book, which was in the press 
long after our article was published. And in 
his table p. 162, which we copied [ Vol. X. p. 
355 | under the column headed, “the rxrent 
that may be found in the state of Louisiana 
upon which each staple may be cultivated,” he 
gives us 250,000 acres for sugar. It was this 








“that his talents and care were duly esteemed table that “we” had before us when the se- 


by an enlightened public.” | 
“It is but a few months since a learned Dr. Jabez 
Heustis by name, published an elaborate work, on 
the diseases of Louisiana, introduced by a topogra- 
phical introduction, copied in great part from my 
first edition, and in which I am the only author 
pilfered, who is not named or referred to in the 
work. The performance was dying of the rick 
ets, when I made the discovery, and in mercy to 
parental affection, I suffered it to depart in peace. 
[As I never before heard of the “learned Dr. 
Jabez Heustis,” [can hardly be made account- 


cond number of “Political Economy,”’ was 
written—we recollected nothing of his qualified 
sentences in page 156, and supposed, (is we 
think that every man in the varia would have 
done) that 250,000 acres was, in his opinion, 
“the extent that mMicHr BE FouND in the 
state of Louisiana upon which sugar might be 
cultivated—because he said so in that table. 
Qur copy of his table, for brevity’s sake, has 
this column headed, “Vo. of acres in the state 
suited to each staple”—and conveys the same 





able for his sins against Mr. Darby. | 
In no. 18, vol. 12, of Niles’ Register, under the ar- 
ticle Political Economy, re. 2, | am quoted in the 


idea in fewer words. If, therefore, “we” have 
erred, the fault was as much Mr. Darby’s as 





fillowing manner:—“Large tracts of land are con- 


our own; and [ indignantly reject his super- 


tinually brought into the cultivation of the cane:-—|cilious insinuation, that any thing that ue had 
Mr Darby telis us there are 250,000 acres in Loul-|said was “the basis on which my very shrewd 


siana, fit toproduceit. /Ve have reason to believe} 
there is a much greater quantity than that.” 
/ 





—- 


* First edition—I have not seen a second. 
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euesses were founded”—ror Ir Is NOT TRUE. 
‘he contrary is most clearly proved—and Mr. 
1). has that proof in the first edition of his own 
book!! If, after this exhibition, Mr. Darby is 
willing to persist in his assertion, he is heartily 
welcome to all the selt-satisfaction that he can 
derive from it, and it will not give me the least 


uneasiness.| 

Some few months past, a manuscript map of Loul- 
siana and parts adjacent, was sent on from Washing- 
ton, in the state of Mississippi, to Philadelphia for 
publication, and put into the hands of an engraver 
accordingly. ‘The pretended author of this map, 
was a man of the name of Ludiow; but by an adver. 
tisement which lately appeared in the National Intel- 
ligencer, it has been made appear by the acknow- 
jledgement of Thomas Freeman, surveyor general, 
that him and Ludlow were partners in the business. 
Mr Freeman charres Mr. Ludlow in great wrath, 
with an attempt at appropriating this map to his 





v =_ 


and liable to the animadversions of any person who 
deems the subject or te manner worth his criticisn 
therefore any proof of inaccuracy is a fair subject of 
insertion in your paper; but in an attempt to mend 
my deficiencies, you are bound not to introduce 
more monstrous errors than either Mr. Brackenridge, 
myself, or I believe any other person except your cor- 
respondent, ever did commit respecting Louisian: . 
In a common newspaper, the editor is mot a:ways 
accountable for the accuracy of his facts; but in’a 
publication like yours, you are responsible for to- 
pographical mistakes, that could not have escaped 
your observation if due attention had been paid to 
the examination of your materials, 


{Here is the “front of my offending,” but 
rather severely urged; though I acknowledge 
that “due attention was not paid to the exa- 
mination” of the essay. Yet I have always 
disavowed a responsibility for three things— 
as to facts stated by correspondents and items 


own use andemolument. With the quarrels of these of foreign and domestic news; notwithstand- 
great men [have nothing to do, but the manuscript |ing, except in the two cases mentioned, they 
is in many of iis essential parts, a clumsy copy of|have always underwent a most strict examina- 
mine. The Sabine and its confiuent streams, were / tion, being aware that I was more “‘account- 
surveyed by me at my own expense, and yet copied |.) 9% eg editors of “common newspapers” 


by the same men who in their prospectus insist 
upon the necessity of an accurate map of Louisiana. 

Happy fer me however, the principal and accom- 
plice in this latter attempt, disputed about the re-| 
ward before the crime was consummated, and of; 
course their aim was frustrated. | 

I have no more to do with this than with the 
affair of the “learned Dr. Jabez Heustis;”’ and| 
why either of them are lugged into this article 
IT neither know nor care. Lut I sincerely re-' 
joice to hear that any attempt made to rob Mr.) 
Darby of the fruits of his talents and industry, 
eminently displayed in his. map of Louisiana, 
has been defeated. | | 

Mr. Brown, in the Western Gazetteer, (page| 
144) quoted one of my tables almost entire, and put 
Mr Niles down as the author. 


Mr. Brown expected to visit Baltimore,and | 
promised to compliment me with a copy of his; 
work; but death arrested his course. Hence I 
had neglected, until this moment, to purchase 
his valuable compilation. ifr. B.’s error was 
venial—he would not have wronged any man 
of his literary property, knowingly. He copied | 
the table from the Wrrxty Recisrer, but did| 
not observe that “we” had given credit for the’ 
whole article on Louisiana to Mr. Darby.— 
Vol. X. p. $53-——2d paragraph. | 

I confidently appeal to any person who has read 
my treatise, and particularly to the inhabitants of 


' 














ought to be. | 


Your correspondent estimates the surface of 


Opelousas and Atacap2s at 300,000 square miles; 
1a surface equal to that of Virginia, Maryland, 


Pennsylvania, Kentucky, New-York, and New-Jer 


|sey, Now the simple fact is, that those two posts 


cover 12,700 square miles. 

“The climate is so mild,” says the Louisiana 
Planter, “that fuel is not wanted except for the 
kitchen.” There was not one winter of eight that 
1 myself resided at Opelousas, but what part of 
each winter was really severe, and three times 1 
have known snow remain on the ground 8 or 10 
days. In January 1807, snow fell in such quantities 
at Opelousas, that it produced a severe mortalit 
amongst the cattle. In January 1812 snow fell at 
Opelousas eleven inches deep. In brief, at no place 
where I have visited are fires more necessary orie 
fourth of the year, than at Opelousas. 

Your correspondent calculates that the inha- 
bitants of St. Mary in 1816 amounted to 3.090, and 
that the revenue arose from 2.500 bales of coiton, 
900 hogsheads of sugar, and 890 |-sef cattle, and 
sums the aggregate value at 359,020 dollars. This 
is really practising a double and cruel public decep- 
tion as may be seen by absolute calculation. 

If the bale is estimated only at 300/74. clean 
cotton, 2,500 bales would demand 3,000.000/de. 
of cotton in the seed, and of course a quantity equal 
to 1000/6. to each individial must have been co.- 
lected. Ona population of any given number, at 
least one third must be deducted for-age, iufancy, 





Opelousas and Atacapas, whether those districts 
have not received their full share of attention. Ihere- 
with remit you the entire article on those places, 
which I hope you will have the kindness to insert 
in your paper; and I hope that editors of newspa- 
pers who have inserted this article from Mr. Niles, 
will have the candor to publish mine, also including 


sickness, and other exemptions; therefore, if tle 
laboring people had all cultivated cotton, every 
person must have produced 1500/). besides pro- 
viding his food. But to this in itself extravagant 
income, comes on 900 hogsheads sugar. This 9.0 
hogsheads must weigh 1,080,000/6. If three lbs. 


of sugar are allowed equal in necessary labor jn 








the observations with which it is prefaced. ‘The 
public will then be able to form an opinion who has 
given the most correct information on the subject. 
| We shail probably copy this account into a 
future Register. | 
I shall conclude this exordium by a few observa- 


production to one of cotton, there may be added 
360,000/. of clean cotton, or 1,440,000 lbs. in the 
seed, which added to 3,000,000 yields 4,449,000 Ib , 
upwards of two thousand two iiundred to each pei- 
son. Saying nothing of the time necessiry io atiend 
to the 800 beeves, this agricultural product is entirely 
beyond what has ever been realized in the countr., 





tions addressed to Mr. Niles himself —Sir, as aj But admitting the fact, the price is also overrated, 
\iterary composition, my treatise is at the disposal'very much. 
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2,500 Bales at 400/b. per bale, at $20 
per cwé. 
900 hhds. sugar, 1200/. per bhd. at 
10 cents per/d. 
800 beeves $20 per head 


$200,000 


108,000 
16,000 





























































$314,000 

By the above overcharged prices the amount 
falls far behind the estimate given in your paper; 
valuing each article at its common medium price 
would reduce the aggregate sum under $200,000. 

Such papers as the one I have been reviewing can 
only acquire a title to notice from being inserted 
in such publications as yours. The language, 
Jogical deduction and distortion of facts exhibited, 
would render such a tissue too wretched to justify 
ridicule if confined to a common Gazette. The 
minds of the people of the eastern and middle 
states need no deceptive Jie to induce them to 

ernigrate to the south and west. 

In every stage of my advance as a writer, how- 
ever humble may be my attempts, I have constantly 
endevored to present facts as they really are in 
nature. The mischief is incalculable that has been 
done by high wrought pictures of rapid gain held 
out to persons moving into the Ohio and Mississippi 
valleys. There seems to exist a kind of mania to 
swell every thing relating to those places beyond 
the measure ofcommon sense. Ihaveincurred the 
stupid ire of a few persons of a description, you 
may not be acquainted with. A class of men has | 
removed into Louistana and made purchases of land 
on speculation, and are enraged with every one 
who does not consent to estimate this kind of pro 
perty far above its value. With such men no in- 
formation is useful that does not gratify their avidity. | 

Whatever may be my rank as a literary man, 
there is one path to fame which I hope never to 
tread. 1 have said, and I now repeat the assertion, | 
that wealth is gained in Louisiana by the same 
means as elsewhere, temperance, industry and 
economy. I have described each part of the coun- 
try in, I still believe, its true colors; but I have 
excited the vengeance of such men as the writer of 
the Louisiana Planter, because I did not amplify 
upon every farm; and give the number of children 
in every family. If the expressions of this writer 
had not gained a power of malignant mischief 
against Mr. Brackenridge and myself, as well as 
some claim to credit from the publication from 
which it originated, it might have followed covered 
with contempt to the grave of oblivion, the thou- 
sand other bombastic descriptions given to the pub- 
lic every day on Louisiana, and also upon all other 
parts of the south and west, So strong in fact is 
this propensity in too many, that when the naked 
facts are presented, the picture has lost all its 
attraction, to these poetical geographers. The 
Statistics of ‘+e United States have been disgraced 
by stretching out counties to empires, and by 
assuming extraordinary production as data, upon 
which to calculate the collected value of agricultural 
labor. 

Men are generally disposed to consider an arti- 
cle in “‘Niles’ Register,” as purged from absurdities 
and impossibilities, and are not disposed to give | 
themselves the trouble to examine the basis upon | 
which Attacapas.and Opelousas are expanded to a 
wider extent, than alli what is usually considered 
the southern states taken together, or upon the 
means by which the inhabitants of those two con- 
fined districts become rapidly rich without being 
subject to any of the common incidents attending 
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generally fools. 


knowledge the obligation to any gentleman whe 
will point out either errors or omissions in the 
facts in any work of mine, but I will also expose 
any malicious attempt made to inflict unprovoked 
personal injury through the medium of unfounded 
topographical deiineations whose tendency is to 
injure also the public. 


{| Here is a compliment, indeed!---*.Men are 

generally disposed to consider an article in 

‘Niles’ Reaister? as purged from absurdities 

and impossibilities!’”? Now, if this compliment 

is just, there must be some cause for it: “Niles? 
Register” is generally correct, or “men” are 

Always inclined to believe 

that which we desire, and never disposed to 

libel our numerous and very respectable rea- 

ders, we prefer the hope that in the forme: of 

these is the cause why this paper is so “consi- 

dered.”” Whence comes this cause?---from a 

sincere devotion to HOLY TRUTH, at all seasons, 

and in laborious exe: cises to discover it. Lam 

gratefully rewarded by my fellow-citizens for 

this---they have given me their friendship and 

confidence in a very remarkable manner; but 

will withdraw both at the moment that I appear 

unworthy of either. {£ wish them to do it--- 

perish every thing that would mislead or de- 

ceive the public mind! People may call this 

pide, vanity or affectation---any thing that 

they please. I kNow My OWN HEART, and can 

lay my hand upon it and say, in the face of 
Heaven, that I never did to any man that 

which I should not have supposed he would be 

right to do to me, in the same circumstances 

and views of things. My», Darby does me and 

my correspondent injustice, rank injustice, in 

insinuating that either of us “have maliciously 
attempted to inflict unprovoked personal in- 

jury upon him.” I, at least, considered him as 

my friend, because, perhaps, 1 felt that I was 
his---and it is on that account chiefly, as well 

as to defend a reputation that I am as jealous 
of as Mr. Darby can be of his, that I have in- 
truded these remarks upon my readers. And 
to conclude, with the same idea that Mr. D. 
so much harps upon, I may say, that though I 
disregard,as the dust under thy feet, whatsome 
may say or think of me, there are others whose 
censure | shall always feel bound to prove un- 
just, or to profit by it in the reformation of my 
life and manners. When I shall cease to have 
this feeling, [ hope that I shall cease tobe. 


The “Louisiana Planter’? appeared in your num- 
ber of the 18th of October, 1817; and strange as 
it may be, in the preceding number you have 
given the detail and aggregate of the products of 
North Carolina of the same year (1816) and the 
amount is $1,328,271, not three times the amount 
given as the product of 3000 people in St. Mary’s 
parish, in Attacapas. ‘Thus the value of labor in 
the latter must, from the respective number of 
individuals exceed the latter near 170 to 1. 


[Not the “aggregate products,” Mr. Darby. ] 


OPThe editors of the Baltimore Patriot, Na- 
tional Intelligencer, Richmond Enquirer, Raleigh 









Suddenly acquired wealth. I will gratefully ac- 






Register, and Lexington Reporter whether they 
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have inserted “The Louisiana Planter” or not, will 

confer a pavticular obligation on me by inserting 

the above prefatory remarks, and also the extract 

from Darby’s Louisiana, which will follow, in the 

Columbian. WILLIAM DARBY. 
New. York, Nov. 12th, 1817. 


ON rane sere aaa see 
Legislature of Rhode Island. 

Resslved, by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of thestateof RhodelIsland, &c. That the sena- 
tors of said state, in the congress of the U. States, 
be instructed, and their representatives requested, 
to use their best exertions to have the whole sys- 
tem of internal duties and taxes repealed, and also 
to obtain as great a reduction of the standing army 
of the United States as the situation of the country 
will admit. 

House of representatives, Nov. 1, 1817. 

Voted and passed unanimously. 

| By order, Tuomas Bureoes, Cl’k, 

In the senate, read the same day, and concurred 
as underwritten, viz. 

Resolved, ‘Chat the senators of this state, in the 
congress of the United States, be instructed, and 
the representatives requested, to use their exertions 
to procure a repeal of the whole system of internal 
revenue except so much as relates to the distilla- 
tion of ardent spirits; and also to obtainas great are- 
duction of the standing army, and of the sum ap 
propriated for the annual increase of the navy of the 
United States, as the situation of the country will 
admit. 





By order, Samvuet Enppy, Sec’ry. 
In the house of representatives, read the same 
day, and non-concurred. 
By ordev, Tuomas Burners, Ci’k 
In the senate, read the same day, and voted to 
adhere to the above amendment. 
By order, Samuet Eppr, Sec’ry. 
Instead of appointing a committee of conference 
on this disagreement, agreeable to parliamentary 
usage, the house resolved to pass the original reso- 
lution, with a slight alteration of its phraseology, 
(it having been framed for a joint resolution) and 
directed their clerk to communicate it to the sena- 
tors and representatives in congress. 








A ppointments—official. 
MADE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES SINCE 
THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE SENATE. 
Hezekiah Luckin, of Georgia, collector of direct 


taxes and internal duties for the fifth collection, 


district of Georgia. 

Thomas P. Evans, of South Carolina, collector of 
direct taxes and internal duties for the eighth col- 
Jection district of South Carolina. 

William Crawford, of the Mississippi territory, 
receiver of public monies in the county of Wash- 
ington, in the said territory, for lands of the United 
States east of Pearl river. 

James Ladd, of New-Hampshire, surveyor and 
inspector of the revenue for the port of Portsmouth. 

Jesse Hawley, of the state of New-York, collector 
of the district of Gennessee, and inspector of the 
revenue for the port of Gennessee. 

David W. Hall, of tudiana, collector ,of direct 
taxes and internal duties for the state of Indiana. 

Richard Ransome Gwynn, of North Carolina, col- 
lector of direct taxes and internal duties for the 
thirteenth collection district of North Carolina. 

Thomas Jenkins, of Virginia, collector of direct 


* 

Moses UM. Russell, of South Carolina, consul of 
the United States for the port of Riga, in Russia. 
James Brobson, of Delaware, marshal in and for 
the district of Delaware. i 
Henry Boswell, of Maryland, collector for the 
district of Nottingham. 

James D. Westcott, of New-Jersey, collector for 
the district of Bridgetown. 

John D. Jones, of North Carolina, naval officer for 
the district of Wilmington. 

_ Morton A. Waring, of South Carolina, marshal 
in and for the South Carolina district. 

Thomas Rhodes, of Rhoce-Island, collector of di- 
rect taxes and iaternai duties fur the second collec- 
tion district of Rhode-Island. : 
Joshua Clibborn, of Pennsylvania, consul of the 
United States for the port of Antwerp. 

John Heath, of Virginia, consul of the United 
States for the island of Teneriffe. 

_ Martin T'. Morton, of Massachusetts, collector and 
inspector of the revenue for the port of Nantucket. 
Robert Fuirchild, of Connecticut, marshal in and 
for the district of Connecticut. : 

Jihn T. Mason, of Kentucky, marshal in and for 
the district of Kentucky. 

Wiitam W. Bibb, of Georgia, governor in ani 
over the Alabama territory. 

Jonathan Kearsley, of Pennsylvania, collector of 
direct taxes and internal duties for the tenth collec- 
tion district of Pennsylvania. 

William Crawford, of Mississippi territory, col- 
lector of direct taxes and internal duties for the 
third collection district of the Mississippi territory. 

Henry H. Beeson, of Pennsylvania, collector of 
direct taxes and internal duties for the fifteenth 
collection district of Pennsylvania. 

_ Elbridge Gerry, of Massachusetts, surveyor and 
inspector of the revenue for the port of Boston. 

_Yoseph N. Gordon, of Maryland, collector for the 
district of Chester. 

Aimon Gibbs, of Ohio, collector and inspector of 
the revenue for the port of Miami. 

_ Hezekiah Prince, of Massachusetts, surveyor and 
inspector of the revenue for the port of Thomaston. 

Alexander Irvine, of Georgia, naval officer for 
the port of Savannah. 


Robert Brent, Thomas Peter, William Thornton, 
Thomas Corcoran, Samuel N. Smallwood, Richard 
Parrott, Thomas Fenwick, John B. Kirby, John Oit, 
Samuel H. Smith, Daniel Rapine, Nicholas Young, 
John Threlkeld, Daniel Reinizel, James M. Varnum, 
Joseph Cassin, William Waters, and Joseph Fores; 
justices of the peace for the county of Washington 
in the district of Columbia. 

Major general Andrew Juckson, his excellency 
Joseph McMinn, of ‘Yennessee, and general David 
Merriwether, of Georgia, commissioners to treat 
with the Cherokee tribe or nation of Indians. 

His excellency Lewis Cass, governor of the Mi- 
chigan territory and Duican Mc Arthur, late a bri- 
gadier general in the service of the United States, 
commissioners to treat with all or any of the tribes 
or nations of Indians, within the boundaries of the 
state of Ohio. ; 

David B. Mitchell, esq. of the state of Georgia, 
commissioner to treat with the Creek nation of 
Indians, 

His excellency William Clark, governor of the 
Missouri territory, and his excellency Vinian Ed- 
wards, governor of the Illinois territory, commis- 
sioners to treat with the Potowotamies and othe: 





taxes and internal duties for the twentieth coliec- 
tion district of Virgina. 


| tribes of Indians, in the Hlinois territory. 
Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, envoy extreort. 
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nary and minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States tothe court of Great Britain. 

Joshua Barney, of Maryland, naval officer for the 
port of Baltimore. 

Paul Benia'ou, of Maryland, marshal in and for 
the district of Maryland. 

Jacob Mark, consul of the United States at the 
port of Cork. 

James Fisk, of Verment, collector and inspector 
of the revenue for the port of Ailburg. 

John Tedder, collector of direct tax and internal 
duties for the third collection district of Tennessee. 

John MM Goodenow, collector of direct tax and 
internal duties for the 6th collection district of 
Ohio. 

Abijah Tombling, collector of direct tax and inter- 
nal duties fér the 15th collection district of New 
York. | 

John M. Jett, collector of direct tax and internal 
duties for the Ist collection district of LouiSiana. 

_ William VWirt, of Virginia, attorney general of the 
United States. 

_ John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina, to be secre- 
tary for the department of war. 








the master is now at Whydah, in daily expectation 
of a vessel, when tl:ere is little doubt but he will 
succeed in taking off his cargo. | 

One of the Portuguese masters I captured, had 
made 22 trins to the coast for slaves, and only once 
been captured. The profits they make are enor- 
mous. One of the schooners captured by the In- 
constant, off the river Logas, having arrived but a 
few days on the coast, had only purchased ten slaves, 
for which the master gave 92 rolls of tobacco, each. 
roll worth ia the Brazils 2000 mill-reas, about 12s. 
sterling—making the cost of each slave to the Por-: 
tuguese merchant 5|. 10s; for which he would re- 
ceive 400 dollars. These facts will shew, that nei- 
ther mountains, rivers, or deserts, will prove bar- 
riers to the slave trade, as the black chiefs will 
bring their slaves from every extremity of Africa, 
as long as there is a nation that will afford them a 
slave market; and these circumstances will, I pre- 
sume, clearly shew, that the partial abolition of 
the slave trade is of little or no benefit; but that, 
on the contrary, the wretchedness of the natives is 
frequently increased by it; and I am convinced, 
that the only means of promoting the happiness 
and civilization of Africa, will be to annihilate the 


; slave trade in toto—for whilst there is such a facility 
Slay . Trade, KC. |i selling slaves, there will be no incentive to in- 


Important papers relating to the slave trade—-ordered dustry in that quarter of the world. 

by the house of commons to be printed. I now beg leave to describe our settlements in 
sDM » \LTY-OFFICE, July 7, 1817. [this country, as Isaw them. Sierra Leone is under 
Copy of a letter from captain sir James Lucas Yeo, to the immediate control of the colonial department. 
John Wilson Crocker, esq. dated London, the 7th:' shall only remark, that after all the sums of mo- 
November, 1816 iney which have been expended on its improvement, 
Srn—I have the honor to lay before you, for the|it is still in a most deplorable state; great abuses 
intormation of their lordships, such observations and mismanagements are said to have existed: and 
and remarks as I have considered it my duty to | certainly, to judge from its present wretched con- 

make on the present state of Africa. | dition, the reports appear to be too well founded. 
To his msjesty’s government, and those humane! The present governor, col. M’Carthy, appears a 
and benevolent persons who for years past have | mild, benevolent, good man; but from the small 
been excriing their interest and wealth in the cause proportion which the European bears to the black 
ef Africa, it must be painful to hear that all their| population, his efforts towards civilization can 
efforts towards obtaining the real abolition of slave-; make but a slow progress, particularly when we 
ry, have been of litUle or no avail; for though fewer consider the great emolument which the merc!.ants 
negroes may have heen enslaved since the abolition; derive from trade, which induces them to oppose, 
act took place with respect to this country, yet the| by every means in their power, any efforts towards 
cruelty to those now taken away by the Spaniards | Cultivation. Another great objection to Sierra 
and Portuguese, has increased quadruple; and those; Leone, arises from its being at such a distance 
acts appear to have had no we ees effect than that} directly to the windward of where the slaye vessels 
of transferring the slave trade to Spain and Portu-| are captured, which is generally in the bight of 
gal, whose mhuman traffic has since wonderfully | Benin and Beaffra; the vessels are always crowded 
increased—and there is every reason to suppose| and sickly, and the mortality in making the passage 























that it. will still further increase, as the fear of a 
termination to the trade in a few years, will induce 
them io pursue it with much greater activity. They 
now fill their ships beyond any former precedent; 
as a proof of which, his majesty’s ship Bann, coin 
manded by captain Fisher, captured the Portugues: 
brig San Antonio, of only 120 tons, with 600 slaves. 
In a passage of 80 leagues, more than 30 died, and 
as many more appeared irrecoverably gone; in the 
midst of the sick lay a putrid corpse, and such a 
horrid stench, that captain Fisher was apprehensive 
of a plague, and was obliged to take not only the 
crew, but 150 slaves on board the Bann, and make 
the best of his way to Sierra Leone. And these 
powers consider themselves so safe in tke trade, 
and are in such perfect good understanding. wit 
the native chiefs, that on the Bann’s capturing the 
Portuguese brig Temeraire, off Whydah, whici 
vessel had purchased 600 slaves, but had not time 
to load them, the chief assured the Portuguese 
master, who is on shore there, that he would feed 
the slaves until another vessel could arrive for them, 


exceed one-tenth; added to this, the climate is de- 
testable, the rain commencing the end of April, 
and continuing to the middle of October; it proves 
the grave of most Europeans who go there, and 
even those who escape the grave, linger out a pain- 
ful and miserable existence. 

Under these circumstances, I am of opinion that 
Sierra Leone is not so well calculated for forming a 
settlement for emancipated or captured negroes as 
the gold coast, which possesses every advantage; 
it is much more temperate, the sun is more obscur- 
ed, and of course has less power, and I am certain 
must be much more healthy. From the best infor- 
mation I could collect relative to the soil, it is on 
the sea coast generally light, where a cotton crop 
would be most certain and profitable. At the dis- 
tance of ten or twenty miles inland, it is rich in the 
extreme, and would produce sugar cane, rice and 
indigo; coffee and vegetables of every kind are in 
abundance. I have been some years in the West 


Indies, and though it was then in the rainy season, 
and of course the worst iime of the year, yet I de- 





‘on his bringing |:im some tobacco as a remuneration; 


clare it is neither so hot or unpleasant as the former; 
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as a proof of which, all the officers and crew of the 
Inconstant complained of the increased heat on 
their arrival at Barbadoes. Hurricanes are not 
known in this country, and the tornadoes (of which 
so much is said) are not more violent than the hea- 
vy squalls in the West Indies, nor have I seen any 
so bad; ‘here is also a good and safe anchorage on 
every part of the coast. Our settlements on this 
coast are in a very, bad condition, and the pp *vple 
resiling in them little better than prisoners to the 
neighboring caiefs, who, although they receive pay 
from the company, consider it in the light of tribute, 
and make use of our forts and flag to awe their 
hecessitous neighbors and subjects, towards whom 
they frequently use the most violent and oppressive 
conduct. 

Fort Appollonia is completely under the control 
of Y:> S«cka, the king of Appoilonia, who is a mos 
cruel and sanguinary tyrant.—It would be highly 
desirable if we could obtain tbe Dutch fort of 
Axium, situated afew miles from Fort Appoilonia, 
as it has an excellent anchorage, and the best land 
ing on any part of the coast; there is also a fine 
Tiver navigable for large boats a considerable dis- 
tance in the interior; and is in my opinion the best 
point to open a trade and free intercourse with the 
Ashantee country, the capital of which I believe 
might be resched in the course of ten days.—The 
fort of Dixcove has been useful on account of the 
quantity of timber growing in its neighborhood. 

A Succondee there is a governor, but neither 
fort nor soldiers; it is however a good place for 
tride. Cape Coast Castle is a fine buiiding, strong 
towards the sea, but most improperly weak on the 
land side: added to which, the town has been allow- 
ed to approach within a very short distance of the 
castle.—All the houses have thick mud walls, which 
are impervious to musketry, and would afford shel- 
ter to thousands: but the filth which is allowed to 
accumulate in the streets is sufficient to bring a 
plague. Neither the country or the manners of the 
people have been improved since it has been in our 
possession; this I imagine is chiefly owing to the 
want of proper authority; and there is no doubt of 
their acquiring the qualifications necessary to form 
good characters, if proper means were adopied 
towards them. The natives are at present under 
no laws but their own, nor have we the means of 
bringing a man to justice, even for murder; they 
are tolerably honest towards each other, but consi- 
der themselves fully authorized to plunder white 
men, having 20 dread of punishment. 

To increase our trade with Africa, enlarge the 
knowledge of the natives, and promote their indus- 
try, a free intercourse with the interior is absolutely 
necessary—but above all, a government must be 
established there, that will secure such property as 
may be acquired by exertion: without which, in my 
Opinion, Africa will remain for ever in the same bar- 
barous and uncivilized state. 

The people of the coast, called Fantees, have 
done every thing ia their power to prevent the 
Ashantees, natives of the interior, from having any 
communication with it, as by excluding them from 
trade, they act as brokers between the Ashantee 
and the European merchant—they are a vile, aban- 
doned set of people, and rob both one and the 
other; and what is more extraordimary, we have 
counienanced them in it, alihough it is both unjust 
to the Ashantees, and in direct opposition to our 
own commercial intere sis, as a free trade with the 
natives of the interior would be of great national 
importance, and which the king of the Ashantces is 


_ 


e 
Alliances with the chiefs, by residents in th 
principal towns, could easily be formed; a major 
whom I saw at Cape Coast Castle, was on the 
point of proceeding to the capital of the Ashantees, 
when the then governor general Torrane died, and 
this laudable undertaking was relinquished. 
Their present religion has no tendency whatever 
to improve their morals, as they consider the charms 
they purchase of the Fettismen, have sufficent vir- 
tue to keep them from the most serious evils, and 
as an absolution for any sins they may commit; and, 
I am sorry to say, that the licentions and immoral 
state in which many of the English in this country 
live, not only tends to destroy all respect for reli- 
gion in the natives, but must give them a contempt 
for the European character in general. If we ex- 
cept the Danish castle Accra, there is not a place 
of worship on the whole coast; nor do the English 
garrisons or settleys ever assemble to perform any 
religious ceremonies. The natives must have a bad 
opinion also of our military character, from the 
specimen they have of our company’s officers, who 
aot only lose the character of soldiers for that of 
traders but frequently join the Fantees in cheatin 
the Ashantees, in consequence of the latter not 
being acquainted with the Fantee language. 
The natives of the coast who live under one En- 
glish fort, frequently insult those living under ano- 
ther, and boast of the protection they reccive from 
the very flag they insult, thus rendering our flag 
subservientto a cruel ai: sanguinary warfare; and 
[I must confess that I felt pain to know that the Bri- 
sh flag and uniform are every where dishonored in 
Africa, Whilst we were at Cape Coast Castle, I 
saw several of the Ashantees; they appeared shrewd, 
active and intelligent; not the least appearance of 
the common negro comntenance, but very much 
resembling the Moors, and many of them wore tur- 
bans; two of them said they had seen white men in 
the back country, meaning, no doubt, the shores of 
the Mediterranean or Red Sea—and I have no doubt, 
if the slave trade was abolished altogether, that 
the Africans on many parts of the coast might soon 
be induced to hire themselves on board our mer- 
chant ships trading there, and to and from the 
West Indies; and this would not only be the means 
of civilizing them, but be of great importance in a 


much more preferable in such a climate than Eu- 
ropean seamen, and their wages do not exceed 
four dollars per month; and as a corroboration of 
this statement, I had several men on board the In- 
constant during my stay on the coast, who, in a 
short time became as active and useful as many of 
the seamen of the ship, and wished to go to the West 
Indies with us. 

I am strongly of opinion that something must be 
done soon; our merchants were formerly supperted 
by the slave trade, which they carried on to agreat 
extent, independent of their having at that time 
the whole of the gold and ivory trade in their own 
hands. 

Since the abolition, the war has prevented com- 
petition from foreign nations, but now the whole 
coast is inundated with French, Dutch, American 
and other flags, and they are abundantly supplied 
with arms and powder, which enables them to un- 
dersell our own merchants, whose trade is falling 
off rapidly—and the decline in the price of gold and 
ivory in Europe has also materially affected them. 
Symptoms of decay are evident: at cape CoastCastle 
houses are become unsaleable, and ail accounts 
agree to the present difficulties and future appre- 





most anxious to establish. 
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} : Our fort at Annamadoe is, I understand, the best 
fortification of the whole; but it has only two officers 
and fif.e.n men. Tamtumquerry fort is of little or 
no use. Winnebah fort is abandoned: at this place 
there is a good river—a great acquisition for ships, 
as there is nothing but rain waterjto be got on any part 
of the coist. Accra, or Accarah, is certainly the most 
picturesque, fcr.iie, and healthy spot on the whole 
eoast of Afiica; a plain extends some miles in the 
-Anterior, when you come to hills covered with rich 
soil, and a beautiful country well wooded and wa- 
q tered, and every thing that is necessary for forming 
| a colony; every kind of vegetable grows here, and 
| could be produced in any quantity. There are now 
a great quantity of cattle, and herds of buffaloes, 
a little in the interior; on the plain their is a great 
quantity and variety of game, such as deers, hares, 
| nheasants, guinea fowls, partridges, pigeons, Kc. &c. 
| and every kind oflive stock in abundance. I went 
| to visit the banks of the river Saccom, which runs 
| at the back of Accra, about eight miles, and which 
, could be conducted to the town with great ease and 
| little expense; there is also a reef of rocks extend- 
ing from the English fort some distance into the 
i sea, on which a pier might be raised with little 
ii | trouble, as their is plenty of good stone and lime 
iy close to the spot: if this was done, vessels of 120 
i tons and upwards might load and unload inside of 
| the pier with safety. In the road the ground is so 
a good and so strong, that it is necessary to sight 
your anchor every twenty fourhours. The climate 
of this place is so superior to any other part of the 
coast, that invalids frequently go there to recover 
their health, The natives of Accra are very supe- 
| rior in civilization, appearance and manners, to any 
other on the coast; their town is clean and neat, 
and in their houses they have all the useful and 
necessary household utensils, arranged with as 
much order as in a cottage in England: this is to 
be attributed to their having had, for many years a 
free intercourse with the Ashantees and other na- 
tions of the interior and to their being naturally 
more industrious and fond of agriculture. 

There are now no English settlements to the 
leeward of Accra, nor had I any communication 
with the shore. 

Several Spanish armed vessels have lately appear- 
ed on the coast engaged in the slave trade; they ge- 
nerally carry from 14 to 20 guns, and about 80 
men, and come out with a determination to fight 
any vessel they have a chance with. These vessels 
have committed several acts of piracy. The Paz, 
of 14 guns, was taken by the Colonial brig a short 
time since, with the master and mate of an English 
merchantman on board, which they had taken some 
days previous. 
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stand in as before, and if the signal agreed on is 
given, take on board the cargo, and are off in a few 
hours, all their water and provisions being complete 
before they arrive on the coast. 

They coos der their capture, if met with, as cer. 
tain; which appears to me very extraordinary, a they 
rmust know that our government have not issued 
any orders againt them, if really Spaniards. I am, 
theréfore, strongly led to believe, that the princi- 
pal part of their trade in slaves is carried on with 
the funds, and for the benefit of the subjects of 
other powers who have abolished it. 

I should enter more at large on the subject of 
the Spanish slave schooners, but I am aware that 
the chief justice at Sierra Leone has transmitted 
to my lord Bathurst a detailed account of the nu- 
merous vessels that have been, and are now expect- 
ed on the coast; with a full statement of the many 
attrocitics they have been guilty of. 

Having now, sir, endeavored to give you, for 
the information of their lordships, as correct and 
fair a view of our settlement in Africa as my short 
stay in that country would enable me to make, I 
beg leave to offer my opinions as to the means best 
calculated to improve the condition and civilization 
of the natives, and at the same time, open an -ex- 
tensive and profitable trade to this country. 

The continuance of the trade appears to me to 
be the principal, ifnot the sole cause of the present 
neglected and barbarous state of Africa. 

All the kings and chiefs have for years maistain- 
ed their power, dignity, and riches by this traffic; 
and as long as any nation is allowed to carry it on, 
they will not give up a commerce so easy and lu- 
crative, to pursue that of trade and agriculture, 
which is not only precarious, and attended with 
much labor, and difficulty, but it is yet what they 
neither like nor understand. 

The first step, therefore, towards civilization, as 
I have before observed, will be to abolish the slave 
trade entirely, but, at the same time, to open other 
sources by which the leading men may derive the 
same advantage and emoluments which they have 
hitherto done by this vile trade. At present they 
are decidedly against you, nor is it a matter of sur- 
prise that they are so; for although the abolition act 
is in our opinion a very just and humane policy, it 
is considered by the natives as a ruinous one to 
them. 

I have already give it as my opinion, that free and 
extensive intercourse and trade could with ease be 
opened in the interior of Africa; to effect which 
[would recommend cultivating the friendship and 
good will of the several kings and chiefs, by mak- 
ing them suitable presents, and allowing them a 











participation in trade, for which they are all most 


The Spaniards have taken off upwards of 1800/eagar, and would enter into with spirit, if effectu- 
slaves between cape St. Ann and cape Mount, with- | ally deprived of a slave market, and our forts and 
in the last four months; and I am of opinion that |castles were in the hands of government, so that a 
the slave trade was never carried on with such/merchant could receive benefit from their protec- 


system and despatch as at this moment: and if some 
aclive measures are not taken, it will increase next 
year ten-fold. Should his majesty’s government 
determine to surpress this vile traffic, it cannot be 
done with schooners or dull sailing ships: for the 
Spaniards are not only completely equipped, and 
sail fast, but are generally commanded by active 
and enterprizing men, either French or Americans. 
‘They are seldoin to be found at anchor on the 
coast. Their general plan is to make the land 
near where they intend to purchase their 
slaves: if the coast is clear, they immediately land 
their cargo and supercargo, and stand out to sea 
until they consider the slayes are ready; they then 








tion; the present system, being incompatible with 
the interest of the separate and open trader. 
The African is very superior in intellect and capa- 


icity to the generality of Indians in North America; 


they are more social and friendly to strangers; and, 
except in the vicinity of the Furopean settlements, 
are a fine noble race of men. It is only in a commerc!- 
al point of view that{{ think Africa worthy our atten- 
tion. Agricultu¥e I would leave to the natives, 
who would, if there was an extensive trade and con- 
sumption on the coast, soon find it to their interest 
to cultivate the ground. Iam also persuaded that 
our West India colonies might soon be supplied 
with abundance ef live stock; whereas that profi 
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table trade is .: present in the hauds of the Ame- 
ricans; our government pay an enormous price, and 
our islands are very ill supplied.—When we were 
at Barbadoes, no fresh beef could be obtained 
(though there is an order in favor of purchasing 
for ships from the coast of Africa,) and the squad. 
ron on that station had not any fresh beef for seve 

ral weeks. To facilitate and protect our trade on 
that coast, I would sirong!y recommend our obtain- 
ing from the Portuguese government two islands, 
either Si. Jago or Si.Nicholas, off the Cape de Verd 
Islands; and St. Thomas on the equator. The first 
would not only answer as a safe depot for our mer- 
chants trading to that part of the coasi, but wouid 
afford pasture for thecattle; from whence they 
couid be transported to the West India islands, and 
supply our ouiward bound ships and western crui- 
zers with refreshments. It would open the cattle 
trade to our merchents, at the expense of Ame- 
rica; and would prevent our enemy making it their 
haunt in war by which they are enabled to elude 
our cruizers and continue long at sea. Several Ame- 
rican privateers refitted at these islands, end also 
their frigates; one of which remained at Brava 
upwards of a week. St. Thomas, on the equator, 
is a very fine fruitful isiand, about the size of the Isle 
of Wig!ii; it abounds in cattle, goats, hogs, poultry, 
and fiuit of every description; the sugar cane grows 
in the most luxuriant manner, and the coffee is very 
superior to the West India. ‘There is avery good 
por: for merchant vessels; and two good bays for 
ships of war; and it is so situated, that the ships 
from the gold coast can fetch it from the starboard 
tack, the wind being in general from S. to S. W. 
and it is the most desirable part for ships to sail 
from, if bound up the coast, to Europe or to the 





lund their cargo at that island, and procure a cer- 
tificate from the Britsh consul of having done so, 
which certificate he is obliged to grant; it is then 
re-shipped in the same vessel, and proceeds to the 
saine coast.—I have the honor, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES LUCAS YEO, Cupt. 
John. W. Crocker, Esq. &fc. Ec. EFc. 








*,e 
British Navy. 
FROM THE BOSTON EVENING GAZETTE. 

New regulations of the English navy.—In conse. 
quence of the variations from the estzblisled re- 
gulations, which in a lapse of years, and in the 
force of imperative circumstances, have innovated 
upon the British naval system, the board of admi- 
ralty have lately remoulded the whole. Their 
propositions upon the rates, classification, and man- 
ning of ships of war—and the py, ratings, and 
number of officers and men, have received the 
sanction of an order in council, and commenced on 
the first of January of the present year. 

Tie post ships of the navy are divided into six 
rates, which division took place inthe reign of 
Charles the first, and has continued with various 
modifications to the present time. The 74 gun 
ship was not generally introduced into the service 
until about the second year of the reign of George 
the 2d, when that description of vessel was inclu- 
ded among the third rates. 

“During the whole of the period herein before 
referred to, and indeed down to 1793, the force of 
the ships was stated from the actual number of guns 
they really carried; but from the introduction of car- 





was finally adopted on the present exterded scale 


Wes: Indies; as by keeping to the soutiward of| in the navy, during the course of the first revolu- 


the equator, you have the wind at south, and some- 
times at S. S. E. The Inconstant went from St. 
Thomas’s to Sierra Leone, a distance o/ 1,300 
miles directly to windward, in ten days. Ifa ves- 
sel attempts to keep nearer the coast, she gets mto 
the influence of the westerly winds, anda strong 
current always going to the westward. 

The Brisk sloop of war was ten Cays going 
from Cape Fermosa to Sierra Leone, by keeping the 
coast on board; this island is also well situated 
for a very profitable trade to the rivers Gaborn and 
St. John’s or river Danger. It would also be su- 
perior as a settlement for the captured negroes to 
Sierra Leone, not only from its climate, and being 
aii isiand, but from its being directly in the vicinity 
of where the slave trade is carried on; whereas, as I 


(ionary war, increased the armament of the ves- 
sels, as they were found able to carry a greater num- 
ber of carronades than the guns in whose stead 
they were adopted, so that the real force of the 
ships has no longer corresponded with their nomi- 
nal force; and that principle of variation being once 
admitted ships have since that time received de- 
nominations as to their number of guns, often, we 
believe, capriciously; and in one or two classes, 
only, of the whole navy, agreeing with their reat 
force. 

A few instances will show your royal highness 
the inconsistencies into which this deviation from 
the old rules of the service has ted. 

The Caledonia, rated 120 guns, carries 120 rung; 
while the Hibernia, a ship of ncarly the same dimen- 











have before stated, Sierra Leone is in every respect} sions, which carries exactly the same number of 
the most unfit, and worst situation, on the whole} guns, is rated only at 110 guns, being a less number 


coast. 


by four than that at which the San Josep!: is rated, 


This island was formerly very flourishing, and in| though the former has in fact 10 guns more than tite 
ahigh state of cultivation, particularly sugar cane, | latter. 
until the Brazil trade became so extensive, thatit; All ships of the second rate, though rated as 98, 
mduced all the planters and most of the principal! carry upwards of 100 guns, and they have all more 
inhabitants to leave the island, and go over to that! guns than the St. George, a first rate, which is rated 


continent. 


I beg leave to mention one other circumstance, 





and carries 100 guns; and they oughtall, therefore, 
according to these established regulations, to be 


which I think injurious to the mercantile interest} included in the first rate, and there are indeed xo 
of this country, which is, the prohibition of arms) real second rates, viz. three deckers of between 90 


and gunpowder into Africa; as however laudable 
the motive may be, the desired end is not obtained, 


and 100 guns, at present existing in the royal navy, 
ina sea going condition. 


and it has only transferred a very lucrative trade; In the third rate, some of the ships rated at 86 


from our own subjects into the hands of the Danes, 
Dutch, &c. who, by importing these very articles 
are enabled, as I have before mentioned, to under- 
sell and monopolize the trade, to the great preju- 
dice of our own merchants; some of whom evade 
th orders in council by clearing out for Madeira, 


7 


guns carry near 90, and others rated at 74 carry 86 
guns, but the majority of the same denomination 
carry 74, and this is one of the very few cases in 
which the real nominal force agree. 

In the fourth rate, of the ships rated at 50 -uns, 
one class (that on two deck) carries 58 guns, 





ronades, which began partially in 1779, and which - 
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another (that on one deck) carries 60 guns and up- 
wards. 


In the fifth rate there are three frigates rated as of 


44 runs, namely, the Sybille, taken from the French 
which carries 43 guns; the Lavinia, built after her, 
which carries 50 guns; and the lave American ship 
President, the guns mounted in which on the day 
of her capture, were 54, besides one 42-pound how- 
itzer. 

The frigates rated at 40yuns carry 50, and those 
rated at 38 carry 46 and upwards. 

The majority of those rated at 36 guns carry 44, 
and some of those rated at 32 carry 46 and 48, be- 
ing more than others that are rated at 38 and 36. 

Similar differences between the real and the no- 
minal amount of force exists in the fifth rate, but it 
is unnecessary to specify the details. ; 

We trust we shail be excused for observing to 
your royal highness, that it is whoily unworthy the 
character of the royal navy of this kingdom to 
maintain this system, which, though introduced by 
the accidental cause we have mentioned, and with- 
out any design of deception, yet may give occasion 
to foreign nations to accuse us of musrepresenta- 
tion, when we state that a British frigate of 38 guns 
has taken a foreign frigate of 44, which, in fact, the 
British frigate was of equal if not superior force.” 

The board then recommend the following modi- 

ation of the classes. 
“Teas Istrate to include all 3 deckers, which are 
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{lar 'ship for which they were originally prepare¢, 
| they are either useless, or must be altered to fit 
some other ship at a great loss of labor, time, and 
materials; and, in case of 2ccidents or urgency, this 
variety disables the ship from assisting euch other 
and it requires that the naval arsenals, both at home 
and abroad, should be furnished, at a very great ex- 
pense with a much larger assortment of those arti- 
cles than would be necessary if they could be made 
more generally applicable to the probable wants of 
the whole fleet; tiiis will be explained to your royal 
highness more forcibly, by stating, that for the sin- 
gle class ofslfips ofthe third rate, called 74’s, there 
were lately not less than seven different schemes of 
masting and rigging: and that a squadron might be 
composed of seven vessels of this force which could 
not properly employ one another’s spare spars and 
sails, and for each of which the dock yards must 
necessarily have their individy+! gear. 








We have, in conjunction with the navy board, and 
with the assistance of a committee of experienced 
sea Officers, taken measures for pushing the princi- 
ple of uniformity as faras the nature of the case 
would allow; and though the experience of what has 
occurred on former occasions dissuades us from at- 
tempting, by the approbation and sanction of your 
royal highness in council, minute details of the 
forms, lings, and scantlings of his majesty’s ships, 
and we have the satisfaction of stating that a system 


of gradual assimilation is in progress, yet that we 





to carry 900, 850, or S00 men. 

The 2d rate to include all ships of 80 guns and, 
upwards on two cccks, and to carry 700, or 650) 
men. lies 

The 3d rate, to include all ships of 70 guns or 
upwards, and less than 80 guns, and to carry 650 or 
600 men. 

The 4th rate, to include all ships of 50 and up- 
wards, but Less than 70 guns, and to carry 450 or 
350 men. S 

The 5th rate to include all ships from 56 to 50 

uns to carry 300 to 280 men. 2 
; The 6th ate, to include all ships from 24 to 56) 
uns and to carry 175, 145 or 125 men. 





Of the sloops there are so many varieties, that 
we cannot propose to reduce the eight schemes of | 
complement now existing, to less than four, as fol-| 
lows, viz: sloops, 135, 125, 95 and 75 men. 

Brigs (not sloops) cutters, schooners and bombs, | 
we propose to reduce from ten schemes of comple- | 
ment to two, namely 60 or 50 men. 

And we also propose that for small craft which 
may not require so large a complement as 50 men, 
we may be authorised to assign a eomplement as 
we may deem necessary. Ss, 

As there are no longer any regular fire ships in 
the service, we humbly propose, that, whenever it 
may become necessary to fit out any vessel of this 
description, we may be authorized to assign to them | 
such complement of officers and men, together with 
the pay of such rate or class, as the size of the ves- 
sel employed, or the >a of the particular ser- 
7 ay render expedient. 

We furcher sroposed, that when it shall be ne- 
cessary to fit out troop ships, we may be authorized | 
to assign to them such rates and complements as 
seem proper. Me. 
ie neo felnilationsd, the forty-seven varieties of 
complements, now in use in the navy will be redu- 
ced to twenty. me 

It is obvious that the extra expense of providing 
masts, yards, rigging, and stores of various dimen- 
sions, for ships for the same actual force, must be | 

very great; because if not required for the particu- | 





hope to see every day become of more extensive 
operation, and more practical utility: and we beg 
leave humbly to assure your royal highness that no 
efforts shali be spared, on our parts, to prevent, for 
the future, any unnecessary deviation from the es- 
tablishment of rigging and armament, and to re- 
duce the variations which exist to as few classes as 
possible.” 

The beard proceeds to remark upon the pay of 
officers and men, upon the ratings of petty officers 
and the companies of the royal marine artillery— 
but the observations are too extended for our limits 
—and we have already extracted those parts of the 
regulations which will probably be most interesting 
to our readeis. 
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Foreign Articles. 


ENGLAND, &c. 

Singular suicide.—On the 27th ult. a young man, 
a farmer’s servant, residing at Sutton-on-the-Hill, 
in the neigborhood of Derby, in a moment of des- 
pondency, put a period to his existence in a singu- 
lar way. Keing employed by his master’s team in 
caprying gravel on the road, he sent a boy, who was 
then assisting him, forward on some trifling pre- 
tence; he then laid his whip and hat down together 
at a distance of a few yards, and deliberately plac- 
ed himself in a longitudinal direction, with his face 
down, his hands being underneath his face, in the 
track of one of the wheels of the cart, which passing 
over his head, back, thigh, and leg, caused instanta- 
neous death. London paper. 

Extreme distress producing suicide—A poor wo- 
man who had lately gone to reside in a village near 
Spalding, Lincolnshire, and whose husband had 
absconded, was totally destitute of food for herself 
and three children. In this distress, she went toa 
neighbor’s house, and returned with a bucket full 
of grains, used in feeding swine. These she placed 
upon the floor of her cottage as food for her famish- 
ing babes, and rushing out of doors went and hang- 


ed herself, and was not discovered till she was quit 
dead. | 
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A great improvement ‘has taken place in gas 
lights, by the introduction of pipes of delft ware, 
which are only a fifth of the expense of iron and 
actually more durable. 

Thomas Armstrong, of Manchester, has been 


hung for setting fire to his factory.—But hanging} 


is nothing in England—the people are ‘used to it.” 
At a single session of a court 20 or 30 are some- 
times sentenced to death. 7 

On the 25th of Sept. a special commission was 
opened at Derby, for the trial of forty-one persons, 
who were in confinement, in the jails,of Derby and 
Nottingham, upon the charge of treason. 

In Lancashire, at tle last assizes, thirty-three were 
condemned to be hung. 

FRANCE. 

It is said, that with excepticn of the duke of; 
Richelieu, every member of the cabinet of Louis 
X VIL was in office under Bonaparte!— 

They ae as follows. 

Gouvion St. Cyr, a marshal under Bonaparte. 

Pasquier, a prefeet of police under Bonaparte. 

Cuze, a clerk to the mother of Bonaparte. 

Laine, a member of the legislative body under 
Bonaparte. 

Mole, a director of roads and bridges under Bona- 
parte. 

Corvetto, (a Genoese) couysellor of state under 
Bonaparte. 

We mentioned that a print of the battle at New 
Orleans had appeared at Paris, representing the de- 
feat of 15,000 Englishmen by 3000 American mili- 
tia: It is said to be a splendid engraving, and to 


—it happened while the actors were rehearsing, and 
they lost one of their number. ‘The fire is suppos- 


building, well furnished. 
NETHERLANDS. 

An American ship has arrived at Amsterdam 

from Batavia, laden with 1,000,000 ibs. of rice. 
RUSSIA, 
The population of Russia is now estimated at fif- 
ty millions, of which five only are Asiatic, the resi- 

ue is concentrated in Enrope. She can bring into 
the field an army of 640,000 men, exclusive of mili« 
tia and the irregular Tartar cavalry., 

St. Petersburgh, April 2.—A wooden house has 
been built for the elephants with which the empe- 
ror has been presented by the shah of Persia: the 
male is seventeen feet !.igh, and is the same upon 
which the Persian monarch used to ride under an 
awning. Some Persians have remained here to at- 
tend these animals. A very curious circumstance 
occurred a few days since. A lady often came to 
see the elephant, and was accustomed to bring him 
bread, apples, &c. One day the animal, by way of 
shewing his gratitude, seized the lady with his 
trunk, and put her upon his back, on the place 
where the driver usually sits. The poor woman, 
terrified by this unexpected piece of gallantry, 
shnieked violently, and begged to be taken down; 
but the Persians assured her that it was far more 
prudent to remain where she was.—She was there- 
fore, obliged to wait till the elephant laid hold of 


jher again, and set her down as gently as he had 


before lifsed her up. 





promise arich harvest to its proprietor, Mr. Laclot- 
te, of New-Orleans, who was present at the battle; 


EGYPT. 
From a Lendon paper. We have learnt with plea- 


for the moment thata copy of it is displayed in a, sure that Egypt still continues to afford to our resi- 


print-sbop the British purehase and destroy it. 
BONAPARTE. 
A Captain of the East India ship has latedy arriv- 
ed in London, who reports that he spent two hours 
in company with Napoleon, who treated him polite- 


| dents and travellers in that country arich harvest. 


‘of discovery. We are led to expect shortly from 
|Mr. Salte our consul genera} in that country, a more 
correct transcrmpt of the inscription on the column 
of Diooletian, (commonly called that of Pompey) 


ly. Itis reported that he has expressed great in-; than has hitherto appeared; and we understand 


dignation at “Warden’s narrative,”’ and was about 
toreply toit. ‘This may be true, but we rather sus- 
pect the report is given out by a dovk-maker. 
aPThe editors of the Petersburg Intelligencer, 
for want of reflection or without recollection, have 
singularly considered the editor of the Weekly Re- 


that the same ardent traveller, assisted by a foreign 
officer of the name of Carigho has not only suc- 
ceeded in transporiing from Thebes very interest- 
ing fragments of Egyptian sculpture, but has also 
discovered a passage cut in the solid rock, 400 feet 
in length, under the great pyramid, with chambers 


gister as originating the assertion, here, that /Var-|at the lower extremity, and a communication with 


den’s narrative was manufactured by a London 
bookseller, and seems anxious to knowour “autho- 
rity” for it. Our auAority, in this case, was just 
the sameas it generally is in respect to foreign ar- 
ticles—in publishing what was given to us, through 
the public papers, as a fact derived from a fureiga 
paper; and it had beer published in several, per- 
haps many, newspapers of the United States, before 
we gave it a place. Wevery weil recollect that it 
laid upon our desk for one totwo weeks, waiting for 
a refutation, anterior to its insertion in the Register; 
being inclined to believe that the narrative was 
bottomed on things that really occurred, through | 
considerably embellished and too much extended, 
that a book might be made of them. 
DALY. 
The lake Carteino has totally disappeared. After 
a loud detonation, the water was drained off by 
large openings at the bottom. 
PRUSSIA. 
Much political discontent is said to exist in Prus- 
sia. ‘The people appear disposed to endeavor to 
obtain a liberal constituiion, as has been repeat- 


the mysterious well, wirich has hitherto puzzled all 
our uniiquarians and travellers. FExxcavations have 
also been effected among the sepulchrel structures 
in the neighborhood upon the desert; and amongst 
other curiusiiles, a small teinple, and fine granite 
table, have been discovered between the Lion’s 
Paws and the Sphinx. 
BARBARY STATES. 

The Dey of Algiers was deposed and strangled 
by the Janissarics on the 13th September, saying 
thathis reign had beena series of disasters, by 
land and sea. A person named Ali Cogia, a retired 
merchant, had been put in his place. The deaths 
at Algiers by the plague, had amounted to 150 per 
day—at Constantia, 100, &c. But the discuse was 
declining. 

EAST INDIES, 

t is stated that the neighborhood of Batavia, in 
the island of Java had suffered considerably from 
the eruptions of a burning mountain, and that this 
phenoaienon had been attended with all the accom- 
panyments ofan earthquake. The waiers rose to an 
unusuel height, and ivces Were thrown down from 





edly promised to them. 
The theatre at Berlin has been consumed by fire | 


the mountains. Two oUier mountains sunk into thie 
earth, carrying w.th thom their isbabifanis. 


ed to have been caused by design. It was a fine’ 
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GREENLAND. 

A German paper says—Capt. 0. Ocken, com. 
mander of the Hamburg whale ship Eteonord, who 
has made 40 voyages to Greenland, has just pub. 
lished a very interesting account ofhis last vovage 
undertaken during the present year—in particular 
that during the night of the 5th of June last, in 
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us by afriend. We, however, cannot discover any 
thing serious or improper in the view which they 
take; if we open a negociation with them, it must 
be on a footing such as we would establish with 
any other nation. National Advocate. 
Officral note from the Hayti Gazette. , 
“In order to remove all doubts which the arrival 





lat. 79, he discovered land 12 miles in length, on 
which there is two high mountains, A thick fog 
coming on prevented his making further discove-_ 
ties. He gave the name of Hamburg Country to) 
this new discovered tract. 

CANADA. 

Bills of indictment were found by the grand jury 
for the district of Niagara, U. C. on the 18th ult. 
against James Seely and William Wilson for aieu 
TREASON! | 

WEST INDES. | 

A very mortal fever has prevailed at Trinidad. 
The governor is mentioned as “one of the few that | 
have recovered!” | 

It is said that kmg Henry, of Hayti, has sixty) 
millions of dollars in one of his fortresses. This is) 
rather improbable 

A dreadful hurricane arose on the 21 ult. in the | 
West Indies, the violence of which was particular- 
ly felt at St. Incite, Barbadoes, Dominique, Marti- 
nique, and St. Vincent’s where considerable damage 
was sustained by the shipping and estates gene- | 
rally. 

At St. Lucie the gale was more particularly 
severe.—All_ the vessels in that port were entirely 
lost; the government house and barracks blown 
down; the governor, his lady and child, and most of 
the staff killed; about 200 officers and soldiers 
either killed or wounded, and ail the estates of the 
Island rendered a heap of ruins. 

At Dominique, nearly the whole town was inun- 
dated, and the destruction of property immense— 
Some few lives were lost—The Island nearly deso- 
lated. 

At Martinique, about 50 sail of vessels were dri- 
ven out to sea from St. Pierres, principally Ame- 
ricans, and having no ballast, provisions, or other 
necessaries for a voyage, have probably been lost. 
Only one of the above vessels had been heard of 
(a French ship, which had™ got into St. Eustatia) 
—The estates here also were greatly damaged. 

At St. Vineent’s, ten sail of vessels went on shore 
and were nearly all lost. 

At Barbadoes, many vessels went ashore; but 
only two lives were lost. 

It was feared that the Antelope, of 50 guns, rear 
admiral Harvey, was fost in the gale. 

HAYTI. 

It will be recollected that we lately sent the 
Congress frigate to Hayti, with a commissioner on 
board, charged with arranging our affairs with his 
ebony majesty. The result of that mission is not 
generally Known, but was supposed to have ter- 
minated unfavourably, owing toa want of formali. 
ty or diplomatique etiquette; for these sable war- 
riors, dressed in “brief authority,” stand up for 
every point with as much formality as their legiti- 
mate brethren wio fourm the redoubtable European 
alliance; and when we look at position, c'iaracter, 
talents and decision, their claims are much better 
founded for sovereignty than many of those who 
have subscribed to the “holy league;” and Henry 
the Ist of Hayti has an equal right to exclaim, 
with Lear, “I’m every inch a king.” The follow- 
ing account of the arrival of the Congress, as well 
as despatches from the count of Limonad+, secre 





of the American frigate Congress in the port of the 

capital, having Mr. Tylér on board, may have ex. 

cited, and alsoto remove all motives of calumny 
from the enemies of Hayti, we are’ authorised to 
publish the following documents: 

“A government, strong of itself as well as by its 
principles of wisdom and justice, does not fear to 
make the truth known. There will be seen in these 
documents the desire which our government has ex- 
hibited to establish relations of commerce and 
friendship with the government of the United 
States, whenever they sould be founded onthe 
political relations, usages and reciprocity which 
ought to exist between governments. It will be 
seen, that the cause why the lucrative commerce 
which has for more than 25 years existed between 
the two nations has not been more extensive, is 
owing solely to the government of thef United 
States.” 

KINGDOM OF HAYTI, 

At the palace of La Grande Riviere. Aug. 1, 
1817, 14th year of independence. 

The Secretary of State, Minister of foreign affairs 
of Harti, &c. &c. to Mr. the Baron de Dupuy, 
Secretary and Jaterpreter of the king, &c. 

Mr, Le Baron— 

I have received your letter of yesterday, which 
announces the arrival of the American frigate Con- 
gress, in the port of the capital, with Mr. Tyler, 
who presents himself as commercial agent of the 
United States of America. 

On learning the arrival of Mr. Tyler, I waited te 
receive despatches from his government, and let-! 
ters which should accredit him at the court of 
Hayti; but I have been strangely surprised, from 
the report which you have made io me, that he was 
the bearer only of a simple certificate, couched in 
unusual and inadmissible terms and further, 
containing the words, ‘Cape Francois.” and “of the 
Island of St. Domingo”—expressions which are im-. 
proper, and offensive to the government of his ma-” 
jesty. 

Notwithstanding the desire which his majesty 
has of seeing relations of commerce and amity es- 
tablished between the two governments, I am 
under the necessity of charging you to notify Mré 
Tyler that he cannot be reccived and considered 
as commercial agent, he not being furnished with 
authentic credentials in good and due form, suffi- 
ciently to accredit him with the Haytian govern- 
ment. 

As Mr. Tyler is, without doubt, ignorant of the 
usages established inthis kingdom for the diplo- 
ma'ic communications between governments, you 
will make them known to him, and will send him a 
copy of the king’s declaration, dated 20th Novem- 
ber, 1816. 

Iregret thathis majesty, being at this moment 
on atour, cannot give an audience to Mr. Tyler, 
and the captain of the frigate Congress, as they 
desire. 





I have the honour to salute, &c. 
COUNT DE LIMONADE, 
FLORIDA. 
Mr. Gual, a very respectable gentleman, sent aS 
a minister to the United States, f om Venezuela, if 











tary of state for foreign affairs, has been furnished 


is said, is appomted governor of Amelia., 
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We have been informed that the port of Amelia 
is open for importation, free of duty for four months 
from the 28th Oct. 1817, of arms and munitions of 
war’, and provisions of every kind. 

A Charleston paper says—We have received, from 
our correspondent at St. Mary’s the following pro- 


Gen. Piar appears to have gained some consider- 
ble advantages over the royalists in Venezuela. 
Morillo’s case seems desperate—he has pillaged 
Caracas, and proceeded to Laguira, which it was 
supposed he would be compelled to evacuate. A 
vessel had arrivedsat Jamaica with a quantity of 


clamation: cash, &c. which was landed secretly, that it might 
“Whereas Bernardo Febreno has renaway from |not be known it belonged to refugee royalists. 
this port, with the pilot boat American Libre, be-\« Simon Bolivar, supreme chief of the Republic of 


longing to “ republic of Wenezuela, leaving me; Venezuela, to the emigrant Guayanians in the co- 
on shore, probably to go and commit*depredations | —Jonjes: 


oa *iehigh seas: I hereby in the name of the go- SenncrawaTiox. 

vernment of Venezuela, request all the collectors| «The republican yarms have taken your native 

of the customs and the navy officers of the United | {and under the prote@tion of their laws. 
States, te seize and detain the said pilot boat dme-| «Return to your homes, to partake of the advan- 
rican Libre, and give information of the same to |tages derived from a government whose fundamen- 
Lino Clemente, esq. Philadelpbia. The said schoo- | tq} base is justice, equalizing the conditions of men, 
ner has no commission. A, G.VILLERET, |and acknowledging no other title than that of vir- 

eMujor general of the navy of Venezuela. \tye, intrepidity and talent. 

Fernandina, the Ist of November, 1817. | ‘Guayanians, return to the asylum of liberty! 
Charleston Courier.ofice—Nov. 13. i 
From St Mary's, Nov. 8—The U.S. gun vessel | ers ef tyrants that have deprived you of all you 
No. 168, lieut M’Call, has arrived here, after a very |nossessed, reducing your families to misery. Do 
boisterous passage. Amelia appears to be all in a /not fear your compatriots, who have exposed their 
bustle, and there is constant cannonading there-—|jives to liberate you from your oppressors. ‘The 
the place is under martial law. Report says two | principles of the government are liberal; and you 
prizes are off. Annexed you have the last procla-| are aware, that the Americans are always consider- 
mation issued by commodore Aury. 
INHABITANTS OF FERNANDINA. ‘The name of ‘sons of Columbia” is a sufficient pro- 


For days past you have witnessed the scandalous |tection, and the name, alone, exculpates all his 
transactrons of a faction, composed of men, who e€x- crimes. 


ty, have solely been engaged in subverting social | you to return to your own territory, where you wiil 
order. They are mercenaries, traitors or cowards |nartake of the liberty they have acguired. On 
who abandoned the cause of republicanism in the 'your arrival, your rights will be equal to the first 


hour of danger, and who either kind by our ene-! magistrate. 
mies, or misled by the intrigues of a few aspiring! «f_ behalf of the republic, I guarantee you am 
individuals, have attempted to involve us in all the absolute amnesty. 
complicated horrors of acivil war. Citizens, we are! «}fead-quarters, Guayana, $d Sept. 1817. 
republicans from principle, our fortunes have been “BOLEV AR”? 
spent, and our lives oft exposed for this most glo- | 
rious cause. We have come here to plant the tree 
of liberty, to foster free institutions, and to wage 
war against the tyrant of Spain, the oppressor of| Error.—A great errer passed through a part of 
America, and enemy to the rightsof man. Weare jour last number. It was stated that the council 
ever ready ‘o pay obedience to the principles of re- | of Connecticut had rejected the vote of the house 
publicauism, but firmly determined never to adhere | of assembly, in regard to the compliment proposed 
to the dictates of a faction. \to Capt. Hull, &c. it was so positively stated in 
When the heat of passions shall be no more, ' many newspapers that there was no possible reason 
when public peace and tranquility are restored, we ito doubt it. But the fact is not so—zhe council pas- 
shail see with a lively pleasure the establishment Of | sed the resolve unanimously. 
& provwional government most suitable to our com-| We learn trom Whitehall, (says the Plattsburg 
mon interest, and to the advancement of our glori-' Republican) that contracts have been made for ex- 
OuUS Cause. icavatiug a considerable poriiton of the canal wile 
Americans, Englishmen, Irishmen and French-/|the Hudson river. 
men, men of all nations, we are freemen; letusiore-| The Plattsburg Republican says—The troops 
ver be united by the love of liberty and hatred to/who have been employed on tbe road between this 


tyranny. _ {place and Chateaugay, are expected ta return te 
Soldiers and sailors, martial law is declared to be | their former quarters in the cantonment. ai: 


in force for ten days. Let us give to our brethren | The sea serpent has been seen again ir. Long Is- 
ef the state of the Floridas, proofs of our military Jand Sound—7 or 8 feet of his body was visible. 

discipline, and of our respect for the property of} A cunt. Enoch Allen, apprehended in the state of 
the inhabitants, New York for passing counterfeit paper, escaped 

Head quarters of Fernandina, November 5th! and went home, and very deliberately shot himself. 
3817, 8 and 1 of the incependence. From the 6th of October to the 6th of November; 

Signed, fourteen Indiamen have sailed from the port of Sa- 
MEXICO, lem. 

We are anxious to hear, and soon expect to re- | Mr. Jtush arrived at Annapolis en the 13th inst. 
ceive, something from Mina, that may be depended|to embark in the Franklin,gtor England. The go- 
upon. He witl prove a dreadful thorn in the side! vernor of Maryland treated him, with commodore 
of royalty in this quarter. Decatur aud Stewart, and the officers of the ship, 

sOTTH AMERICA. and others, in the most respectful manner. The 














CHRONICLE. 








LUIS AURY. 


It issupposed that the Portuguese were about! party afier heing received on board the ship in 
to withdraw their troops, &c. from Monte Video. | great stile, dmed with the governoy, at the “govern 


Let not your names appear to the world as follow- 


‘ed innocent in the eyes of their fellow citizens. 











Oe I ce Rey 


i 
! 


ee ee ener 


—— ne ge eee 


a eee 


_ing assembled to consider the practicability and 


208 





NILES’ REGISTER— NOVEMBER 22, 18i7—CHRONICLE: 








ment house’? The Franklin probably sailed on 
Thursday last. 

Appointments.—A list of appointments, some of 
them very important, is inserted in page 199. 

Mr. Frederick Greuhm, minister resident from 
the king of Prussia, has been received at Washing- 
ton. 

Vermont.—The bill for a bank in Burlington, has 
been negatived by the legislature of Vermoat—But 
an act was passed to establish a bank (the first in 
the state) in the town of Windsor. 

James Fisk, esq. (rep.) has been appointed a se- 
nator in congress, vice Dudley Chase, esq. appointed 
chiefjudge of the supreme court. 

Improvement.—An elegant bridge has been built 
over the Scioto, at Chillicothe. 

Internal navigation.—The Boston Daily Adverti- 
ser of Wednesday, has the proceedings of a meet- 


expediency of “opening a direct navigation be-| 
tween Barnstable and Buzzard’s bay, which might 
dispense with the circuitous and often dangerous 
navigation round cape Cod.” 

Cayuga Lake.-—From the American Journal, 
published at Ithaca, N.Y. From correct information, 
we can state, that the quantity of salt which has 
been brought up the lake to our flourishing village 
the present season, already amounts to about three 
Asusand barrels. 

The quantity of plaster received at the head of the 
lake previous to our publishing the arrivals weekly, | 
as near as can be ascertained, amounted to two 
thousand five hundred tons. 

To give some idea of the land branch of this 
trade (a portage of twenty miles from the Cayuga 
to the Susquehannah) we mention, that one of the 
editors a few days since, counted on the road be- 
tween Ithaca and Owego, about sixty teums, loaded 
with plaster and salt, which must have arrived at 
Owego and discharged their loads that day. 

This, truly, is a circumstance ef no little import- 
ance—a commerce upon which foreign interdicto- 
ry orders and decrees can have no efiect; except it 
be to render it more valuable! 

Georgia.—William Rabun, esq. has been elected 
governor of Georgia, vice gov. Mitchell resigned— 

The votes were, for Mr. Rabun, 62; gen. John 
Glark 57. 

IxpIAN arrarns.—Gen. Gaines’ demand on the 
Seminole Indians, for the delivery of certain mur- 
derers, it seems, has been absolutely refused.— 
They justify themselves on the plea of retatiation. 
Hostilities were immediately expected to com- 
mence. Gen. G. was proceeding for fort Scott, on 
the Flint river, where he expected to be joined by 
600 Creek warriors, and have an entire force of 
25U0 men, regulars, militia and indians. ‘The Se- 
minoles, are said to be able to bring 1500 warriurs 
into the field. They are the bravest, most robust, 
and most truly savage of all the southern tribes.— 
Woodbine, probably, laid the foundation of this new 
speck of war. The state of Georgia has had a mili- 
tary force stationed in Camden county for a consi- 
deruble time, to protect the people from these in- 
dians. 

The “Georgia Journal” of the 4th inst. says— 
We are informed, that a large portion of the coun- 
try lately ceded to the United States by the Che- 


—s 


a war between them,) by a council of ‘heir re spec- 
tive chiefs, chosen to discuss and decide the mat- 
ter.—If a suitable indemnity be not made our go« 
vernment by the Cherokees, the existing treaty with 
them on this subject, wil! doubtless be annulled. 





The following indians, (says the Nationsl In’ elli* 
gencer) among the most respectable in their ap- 
pearance and deportment we have ever seen, are 
now on a visit to the seat of government, from ‘he 
North-Western country They are under the di- 
rection of Mr Isaac Walker—their business is with 
the government. 

_Wravnors.—Daanquote, or Half King, head chief 
of the nation, from Sandusky; Tau-ya't-ro-too yau, 
head speaker; Dawantout; Manoncue; Scotesh; Tau- 
yau-dou-tou sou; Squindecte; You don-tou-sou. 
Derawanes.—Captain P’pe; Silas Armstrong. 
Srenrc«s.—Captain Smith; Con gu-tou; 

These are the identical chiefs among whom the 
president of the United States passed a night, as 
he travelled through the wilderness from Detroit, 
and by whom he was voluntarily guarded, during 
his stay with them. . 

The officers of the U S. 5th reg. stationed at De- 
troit, have resolved to take up the remains of iieut. 
Brooks of the marines (son of gov. B. of Massachu- 
setts) killed in the battle on lake Erie, and those 
of maj. Holmes, killed in the affair at Michi‘imacka- 
nac, and re-inter them at Detroit, and erect a monus 
meant over them. 

Soldiers lands. It is siggested that a proposition 

will be made at the next session of @ongress to pro- 
cure the passage of a law authorising a commu‘a- 
tion for soldiers bounty lands, at the rate of one dol- 
lar per acre. Great speculations have been made 
on this property, and ifthe passage of such a law 
will not check it, in future, it will at least insuré 
to the soldier something like the value of his claim, 
if he wishes to dispose of his land. 
The subscription to the stock of “The Bank of 
the Valley,” for the counties of Shenandoah, Frede- 
rick, Fauquier, Loudon, Jefferson, Berkeley, Hamp- 
shire and Hardy, in Virginia, is closed. The autho- 
rized stock of the bank is 500,000 dollars. The 
amount subscribed was 755,000! Nat. Int. 


New invention.—We have seen the model of a 
new invented double Marine Lever, for raising 
ships of the line and other vessels out of water, on 
very simple, and, apparently efficacious principles, 
and fixing them in a position to be coppered and 
repaired, with great ease and economy. The in- 
crease of our navy renders it necessary to suggest 
some new improvement by which ships can be re- 
paired with facility, and a diminution of labor.— 
This machine will prevent the necessity of dry 
docks, which are not only enormously expensive, 
but from the want of sufficient water in the ebbing 
and flowing of the tide, in some of our principal 
naval depots, would be difficult to erect. If the 
machine can be constructed sufficiently strong and 
durable, we see no other objection to its utiliy.— 
The model is in the possession of the inventor, 
capt. Alexander Coflin, and can be seen by calling 
at the office in the state prison. —M. Y. Wat. Ad. 


ENFORCEMENT OF NEUTRALITY.—Providence, R. I 
Nov. 14.—The brig B. of Bristol was yesterday 
tried in this town before the United States’ district 





rokee indians, in exchange for an equal quantity of 
western land, is found on investigation to be with- 
in the limits of the Creek nation. The conflicting 
claims of these trihes to the disputed territory, 
has been settled in an amicable manner, (although 


court of Rhode Island, for an alleged violation of 
the neutrality of the United States; and was con- 
demned after an examination, in which sufficient 


evidence was adduced to justify the decision of the 


court. We were unrble to obtain further particu- 





at one time the controversy was likely to produce 


lars in season for this .day’s paper. 


